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An antique site at Sladkite Kladentsi Area, Burgas District:
An attempt for interpretation
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Cmamusima e onum 3a obobuienue Ha usBecmuume 8 aumepamypama gannu, omHacsu
ce 3a eguH unmepecen obekm, pasnoaoken B Bausocm go gnewnus 2p. Bypeac. MsBecmen kamo
"Caagkume kaagenuu", moii ce Bpanpuema 8 apxeoaozuveckama aumepamypa kamo emnopuon Ha
Anosonus ITonmuka, ocsuiecmBsBaw Bprska ¢ mpakutickus xunmepaang. Tasu uges ce Hasupa
Ha 6ozamu naxogku om umnopmua kepamuka. He ca pa_akpumu caegu om ceauwna cmpykmy-
pa, Ho e npoyuen Hekponoa a chwo maka u "amdopHu gena". Beuuku noepebenust ca ¢ obpeg
kpemauust, kamo ocmankume om mppmBus ca Huau crBparu u nocmaBenu 8 cbg. 3a ypHu ca
usnoasBanu zaabno umnopmuu cegoBe — uepBenodueypnu kpamepu u kanu, u amdopu. IMpez-
aegom Ha Bcuuku nyBaukyBanu naxogku npaBu nau-Beposmna gamupoBkama na obekma 8u8
Bmopama noaoBuna na V 8. np. Xp. u nppBama noaoBuna Ha caegBawomo cmosemue, kozamo
e 6ua u nat-akmuBuusim nepuog Ha skuBom B ceauwemo.

Ileama na moBa uscaegBane e ga ussachu, gokoakomo e Bpamokno, emnuueckama cmpykmy-
pa Ha HaceaeHuemo, ocmaBuao mosu namemuuk. Moke ga ce npegnoaaza nezoBusm cmecen 2pe-
ko-BapBapcku xapakmep. Benpeku, ye nozpeGasnusm obpeg e kpemauus Ges uskalouenue (kakBa-
mo pagko e Buaa usnoasBana B nekponoaume na zppukume kosonuu), anasceuunu (ako He u
ugeHmuyHu) noepederus ca usbecmuu om Anosonus, MecemGpus u Ogecoc. OBppramo e Bru-
manue cswo maka u Ha egun cbg (amdopa), ¢ npobum B Heeo omBop. He e uskalouena Bvamok-
nocmma moBa ga e cBvpaano ¢ gemcko nozpebenue, koemo e o6wa npakmuka 8 zprukume nek-
ponoau. Koncmamupanume cneuuaanu mecma 3a kyamoBu npakmuku, kakBumo ca Guau usBop-
wBanu no Bpeme uau caeg nozpeGenuemo — m. Hap. oGpegHu ozHuwA, ca 3acBugemeacmBanu
cbwo maka u 6 Anosonus.

CrwecmByBanemo Ha ceauwa cbe cmeceHo HaceaeHue e dakm, koimo uma cBoemo nomBsp-
skgerue B anmuuynama aumepamypa. ToBa npaBu mHozo0 2oasimMa Beposmuocmma paseaskganu-
Am obekm ga 6pge nocmaBen 6 pamkume Ha nogoGru denomenu. Bes gonbaHumeanu gannu,

obaye, cpwecmByBa zoasim puck om nenpaBuana unmepnpemauust.

The bay of Burgas has a significant place in the study
of the Greek colonisation along the Western part of the
Black Sea coast, in particular of its Southwestern shores.
The geographical position of the bay — between
Apollonia and Messambria, the two most important
colonies in the area — suggests that on its very shores
traces of the activity of the Greeks should be found.
One of the archaeological sites that could bring valuable
information about the penetration of the Greeks and
their contacts with the indigenous population as well is
the so-called emporion at the Sladkite Kladentsi Area
near Burgas.

Some early publications, based on trench excavations,
present pottery finds — local gray ware (wheel-made in its
greatest part), wine amphorae and imported Greek vases.
These finds were not in connection with any structures
or whatever other traces of a settlement. Anyway, from
this moment on the site is referred to as an emporion (a
trading place), founded by Apollonia, and this interpreta-
tion is firmly established in the archaeological literature.
It is generally thought that this emporion was connected
with the convenient roads leading in the interior of
Southern Thracel. There is information that "stores" or
"depots" of amphore existed. This may be assumed as
evidence of the trading functions of the settlement. These
"stores" date from the end of the 5th or the beginning of
the 4th c. BC and the variety of the centers of manu-
facture, which are presented, is remarkable. These centres

are Thasos, Chios, and Lesbos?2.

No traces of the settlement were discovered, but a
necropolis was excavated in close proximity. All the buri-
als are cremations with the ashes inurned, and mainly
imported vases are used as urns (unpubhshed results
from excavations conducted by M. Lazarov)3. From the
occasional notes in other publications some information,
although incomplete, could be obtained. In one case the
ashes of the dead were placed in a red-figure pitcher
with bacchic scenes, which was covered with the lower
half of an amphora cut in two% in other cases red-fi-
gure bell kraters were used>.

An amphora, which was related to one of the buri-
als, is of some interest; it should be noted that, although
utterly intact, it has a big hole on one of its sides, on
the transition between the shoulders and the body. An
assumption can be made: amphorae found in Greek
necropolises look in much the same way, when they are
used as a container for a child burial®. Examples from
Apollonia could be given — during the excavations in
the period from 1947 to 1949 17 similar burials were
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